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(above) Vickie Haake works with a kindergarten student. (below) Principal Betty Replogle explains why Haake is the January Employee of the 

Month. The Award was presented at the monthly board meeting. 

in the know 

Keep track of what is going on in Beatrice Public Schools.  

Go to http://www.beatricepublicschools.org/vcalendar/ 

Like us on Facebook 

www.beatricepublicschools.org  

employee of the month 

Haake named Employee of  the Month 
Vickie Haake is a 20-plus year employ-

ee of Beatrice Public Schools making her 

a valuable asset possessing deep back-

ground and knowledge history of the 

district. “As a paraprofessional at Pad-

dock Lane, Vickie is a hard worker and 

serves as a role model for all students and 

staff,” said her nominator.  “She cares 

deeply about each student who walks 

through the doors, greeting them with a 

smile and assisting them should they 

need help.” 

Haake is a valuable resource in the 

classroom as well as throughout the 

building.  In the kindergarten classroom 

she assists with testing, math concepts, 

center activities, reading skills, as well as 

a variety of “kindergarten” activities. 

“Anything asked of Vickie is taken care 

of immediately and to the highest level of 

quality,” said her nominator.  “Her atten-

tion to detail along with her in depth 

knowledge of young children, reading and 

math concepts is of vital importance in 

helping each child grow both academical-

ly and socially.” 

 

Haake is also very intuitive. She often 

anticipates what is needed and has it 

ready. This is apparent in the kindergarten 

classroom, at breakfast and lunch times, 

as well as when MAP and State testing 

take place. Haake is the “building tech-

nology expert” when it comes to test-

ing.  Haake’s kindergarten teacher, as 

well as all who work with her, appreciate 

her promptness and willingness to jump 

in and help with all projects and activi-

ties.  

Haake also wears many hats in the 

building, and she is valued by all staff and 

recognized by all children as one who 

they can go to for help.  “Vickie is a co-

worker who is considered a very good 

friend and a person admired by all,” said 

her nominator. 

http://www.beatricepublicschools.org/vcalendar/


Playing is learning for preschoolers 
Sarah Bartlett’s preschool classroom had an ice skating rink, a 

popcorn machine, a drink machine and  a place to play hockey in 
January. All the things people would find at a real ice rink.  “We 
are teaching students to relate to real world situations within our 
classroom through play,” said Bartlett. “The students had to find 
the right size of "skate" and then skate on the ice. It was so fun 
to see them engage with each other.” 

 In the science area, the students had pictures of snowflakes to 
look at under the microscope, different shapes so they could 
build their own snowflake, and patterns to help them see how a 
snowflake is built. There was also a book that had real pictures 
of how water can change forms.   

In our sensory table the students had “snow” made out of con-
ditioner and baking soda.  “They loved that it was cold and they 
could create snowmen and snowflakes,” said Bartlett. 

“All of these things that we are doing are giving students expe-
riences that they are learning numbers, shapes, letters, building 
language, science, and art,” said Bartlett. The power of their play 
is stronger than any worksheet there is, according to Bartlett.   

Beatrice Public School’s youngest students learn through play, 
according to Missy Timmerman, director of early childhood de-
velopment. “We know kids learn best through play-based learn-
ing, so we try to do most of the curriculum using this technique.  

Bartlett agrees. “What these students can create with their im-
agination is limitless, as long as we give them a chance.” 

Heather Heble’s students took a trip to the zoo in their class-
room this month. “We have been talking about zoo animals com-
pared to farm animals in preschool. We had a literacy group 
where we were talking about beginning sounds. I had a train and 
tiny zoo animal manipulatives. We went on a visit to the zoo and 
picked up animals on the train as we went through the zoo. I set 
out the animals all over the table and had the friends help me 
find the animals that started with specific sounds. For example: 
Ok, we are coming up on the next animal and this animal starts 
with this sound 
ZZZ. Hmm, which 
animal do you think 
we are about to see? 
Is it the Giraffes? Is 
it the Elephant, or is 
it the Zebra?" The 
students pick the 
animal that belongs 
with that sound and 
then I said. "You're 
right it is the zebra. 
Zebra starts with the 
ZZ sound. What 
letter makes the ZZ 
sound?....You're 
right it is letter Z." 

“The students learned about letter sounds, they learned about 
beginning sounds, they learned about zoo animals, they learned 
to take turns, they learned to wait, the learned to listen closely to 
the teacher, and all the while they had fun,” said Heble. 

Every day, students in preschool teacher Megan Scheele’s 
class start the day by answering a question based on the current 
theme. For example, What is your pet? This gives students the 
opportunity to think and talk about themselves, according to 
Scheele. “They answer under the answer they choose which al-
lows for them to practice writing their name.  “Later we go over 
the question of the day during our Morning Message,” said 

 

Ron Clark’s Founding Principles 

 
Teach in ways that promote 

creativity, innovation,   

wonder, joy, and                   

a passion for learning. 

Ron Clark Academy Founding Principle 

Scheele, “at this time, students count the number of names on 
each side giving them practice in one to one correspondence.”  

Sometimes the students’ interests determine the unit of study. 
“When we incorporate what students are interested in learning, 
they are more invested and in charge of their learning.,” said 
preschool teacher Samantha Buchli. “For example, we've had a 
few students talk about space, the moon, and planets, so today I 
spent the time to have our dramatic play area turned into a space 
station.  We also have items to explore in our science center, 
words to learn letters from in our literacy center, and so 
on.  Activities that we then will do for small groups also revolve 
around space,” said Buchli. She emphasized the importance of 
play.  “It comes to a point that students think they are playing, 
when in reality they are still learning social skills, math, litera-
cy, and so much more,” said Buchli. 

The school’s tshirts this year say, “Let Them Play.” “Kids are 
kids,” said Timmer-
man. “Childhood is 
rushed so much. We 
want to make sure 
that they learn those 
skills that they need 
through an environ-
ment where they 
can be successful.” 
For example, before 
a student can write 
successfully they 
need to develop 
gross motor and 
fine motor skills. A 
child digging in the 
dirt is having fun 

and developing those motor skills. 
The Beatrice Community Preschool program organizes class-

room activities around Creative Curriculum, a developmental 
model that includes a three-year curriculum cycle of teaching 
units, including language, fine motor and cognitive skills, litera-
cy, music and movement, and snack activities developed to co-
ordinate with unit topics. “The curriculum takes advantage of 
children’s natural curiosity, and life experiences to teach stu-
dents are better able to retain knowledge through personal expe-
rience with their environment/play, and analytical thinking. 
 



(right) Students build 

core strength while 

also developing fine 

motor skills as they 

string beads on a pipe 

cleaner. (below) Feel-

ing sticks after chil-

dren have checked in 

for the day. 
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Play also enhances student’s social, emotional,  
physical growth at Beatrice Community Preschool 

Students not only work on academic skills but also on develop-
ing good social and emotional skills. “We find it very critical in 
preschool to review and discuss emotions and feelings every 
day,” said preschool teacher Tabetha Jurgens, “with teaching 
three year olds, it's hard to make it "fun" but also make it so they 
understand the importance.” Students are introduced to it in Au-
gust and continue different activities every day to cover the in-
formation over and over.  

One activity that sticks out the most is making sensory bottles 
in early October. “We read a book about calming down strate-
gies, introduce our cozy cube (a place to take a break) and make 
our own sensory bottles,” said Jurgens.   The students choose a 
water color and fillers to put inside (beads, water beads, glitter, 
etc.). They then practice how to appropriately use them and the 
bottles are sent home with a note explaining them to families. “It 
is amazing how the kids buy into them and still talk about them 
to this day,” said Jurgens, “families always find a great apprecia-
tion in them too.” 

Helping students to express and identify their emotions is also 
important for preschool students. “This can be tough for kids to 
express their “big emotions” as we like to call them,” said Cierra 
Beranek. “Each day upon arrival each child has a feelings stick 
in their cubby that they bring to "check in" with. They choose 
one of four listed emotions (choices change through the school 
year)  and put it in the bucket based on how they feel. This opens 
up for great conversation in the morning as to why they feel the 
way they feel. (What made you happy this morning? Why are 
you feeling worried? What can we do so you don't feel frustrated 
anymore?),” said Beranek. 

Throughout the day the teacher tries to revisit how the child 
checked in for the day and see if they still feel that way and if 
not, why or how that changed.  

Helping students grow physically is an important element at 
the preschool. Preschool teacher Heather Heble did a gross mo-

tor balance activity where they had to follow an obstacle course 
with hands up, sit and wait their turn, follow directions, and take 
turns.  

Building strong core strength builds a strong foundation for a 
child’s gross motor and fine motor skills. “One thing that I like 
to do in my classroom that students enjoy and get excited about, 
is laying on their tummy during circle time activities,” said pre-
school teacher Amy Loomis.  “During story time we often will 
get comfortable by lying flat on our tummies to help us build 
those tummy muscles. During fine motor activities students lay 
on their tummy and use their pinch fingers to string beads on a 
pipe cleaner. The students now ask if they can lay on 
their tummy often.” 



(clockwise) Preschool students work on learn-

ing their letters. A young student develops her 

gross motor skills with an obstacle course. 

Learning basic skills like mailing a letter and 

cooking are important to the curriculum. A 

student practices writing letters on the black-

board. Laying on your tummy helps build a 

solid core which helps with writing.  

 

Ron Clark’s Founding Principles 

Play important work for preschool students 



stake your claim 
They first staked their claim with Beatrice Public Schools and are now making a difference every day 

Geu recipient of  Lambda Chi Teaching Award  
‘Beatrice Public Schools prepared me well for college 

and my career by providing a combination of academ-

ic rigor and leadership experiences. My teachers were 

passionate about their subject matter and concerned 

about student learning while also being compassion-

ate. Coaches emphasized the importance of teamwork 

and always doing your best. I appreciated the opportunities I had to 

participate in a wide variety of activities, both in and out of the class-

room. I was fortunate to be able to take art and music classes and 

loved the time spent in Nigel Buss’ classroom. This experience came 

full circle when I had Mr. Buss’ son Cato in my History of World Art I 

class at the University of South Dakota.  

    Carol Cook Geu  

 

                                                                                                                     Carol Cook Geu was recently named 

the recipient of the Lambda Chi Teach-

ing Award. The award recognizes a full

-time University of South Dakota facul-

ty member for excellence in teaching 

first-year or introductory undergraduate 

courses. Geu received a plaque and a 

cash prize for being selected, and was 

honored as Professor of the Game on 

Jan. 19. 

Geu teaches  introductory art history 

courses online and faculty led study 

tours. According to the nomination, she 

teaches innovative courses including an 

exploration of video games as art and a 

study of graphic novels as a continua-

tion of the visual storytelling narrative. 

“I see myself as a partner with stu-

dents in learning,” said Geu. “I hope to 

validate students’ pre-existing 

knowledge and abilities, to engage 

them in a critical look at the world in 

which they live, and to encourage them 

to see themselves as participants in the 

intellectual arena, a world where 

thoughts and ideas have both potential 

and consequences. 

Introductory Art History courses pro-

vide the opportunity to  build an audi-

ence and advocates for the arts, accord-

ing to Geu. “Most students who take 

my courses will not become art majors. 

They will however, become parents, 

farmers, teachers, scientists, doctors, 

lawyers, civic leaders, and art patrons. 

They will all understand and value the 

importance of creativity and thinking 

outside of the box. 

She has traveled with students to New 

York City, Italy, Ireland, London, Paris, 

and China. Geu also serves as the coor-

dinator for the scholastic Art and Writ-

ing Awards for the South Dakota Re-

gional Affiliate. 

Carol Cook Geu, class of 1978 

Beatrice Public Schools All-Stars 

Carol Geu (far left) is with students on a trip to New York City. (insert) Geu is honored as the 

Professor of the Game. 
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Board of Education 

Meetings 

March 9, 7 p.m. 

Board of Education Meeting 

March 26, 6 p.m. 

Committee of the Whole Meeting 

Vickie Haake, paraprofessional at Pad-

dock Lane,  was recognized as the January 

Employee of the Month. She received a 

plaque and $50 in Chamber Bucks. 

Jon Zimmerman was reelected as presi-

dent and Doris Martin was reelected as 

vice-president of the school board. Super-

intendent Jason Alexander was appointed 

treasurer and Dr. Jackie Nielsen, assistant 

superintendent was appointed secretary. 

  

 Student Update 

   Zack Zimmerman said preschool reg-

istration will open next Wednesday. He 

shared that Paddock Lane had music on the 

trail with an artist in residence recently. 

Kindergarten registration will be opening 

later this month. Zimmerman said that 

BMS is celebrating their sixth grade Hope 

Squad members tonight. At the high school 

level, winter sports are in full swing. The 

music department will welcome guest cli-

nicians next month and are also preparing 

for conference honor band. Finally, he 

added that seniors are busy applying for 

scholarships. 

 

Audit Report 
Alexander introduced Geoff Decline 

from Dana Cole to discuss the audit re-

port. He provided board members with a 

handout which outlined the order of the 

audit as well as highlighted some of the 

key components of the report. 

 

Negotiations 
School board member Janet Byars re-

ported that the negotiations committee met 

prior to the Board meeting and a tentative 

agreement was reached 

 

        Action 
Alexander was approved as the dis-

trict’s Federal Grant Representative and 

Financial Representative. 

The board named Pinnacle Bank, Secu-

rity First Bank,  First National Bank of 

Omaha-Beatrice branch and Bank of the 

West as the depository banks for Beatrice 

Public Schools. 

  

   Administrator’s Report 
 Alexander updated the Board on the 

preschool boiler and the west door at the 

high school. He reminded Board members 

that the filing deadline (Feb. 18) is ap-

proaching for those interested in running 

again.  

Next, he shared that the professional de-

velopment by Jen McNally from ESU #5 on 

"10 Habits for a Healthy You" was well 

received by staff based on the positive re-

views and many of the habits are being ef-

fectively implemented in classrooms with 

students as well. He congratulated the win-

ter sports teams for their accomplishments 

so far through their respective seasons. Fi-

nally, he provided a brief legislative update 

on the proposed amendment to LB 147. 

 

Executive Session 
 The board went into executive session 

to discuss the superintendent’s evaluation 

and when it came out of executive session 

they voted to approve the evaluation. 

 

 Next Meetings 
The next Board meeting will be on 

March 9 at 7 p.m. at the Administration 

Building and the next Committee of the 

Whole meeting will be on March 26 at 6 

p.m. at the Administration Building. 

Board approves superintendent evaluation 

Donna Gunn teaches Paddock Lane fourth grade students folk music sung on the Oregon Trail as 

part of a greater, week-long music residency program called “Music on the Trail.” (Photo com-

pliments of the Beatrice Daily Sun 


